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EXPEDITION MAKES SURVEY -- Turlmenskaya Iskra, No 193, 28 Sep 48

At the beginning of 1948, an expedition of "Dneprotransproyekt,” under
superviaion of A. Ye. Potclov, Engineer-Major of roadbeds and structures, com-
pleted a terrain survey for a railroad from Urgench to Kungrad. The surveyors
tried to find suitable access to the Ust-Urt Plateau, vhich decends atruptly
to tke south and obstructs the course of the railroad. The ergineers suggested
that the ascent to the plateau may be achieved by double tractiom, 1.e., by
two locomotivas.

The Chardzhou-Kungrad 1lins- will represent the southérn. mectiom of
the Chardzhou-Aleksanirov Gay main line. Ths plan for this section has been
_srked out in ite basic pointe. Surveycrs nov mmust devslop the plan for the
niddle section, from Kungrad to Makat. The latter is located on the Gur 'yev -
Kandagach railrosd.

The middle section is about 750 kilomesters long and is the most difficult.
Beyond Kungrsd, it passes thrcugh terraiz which has abundant cavern formations.
This provides work for geologists. The ascent to Ust-Urt is over & steep %0-
meter o’iff. A survey of ground couditions must be made at this point. About
%00 kilometexs of the line will run across the Ust-Uri Plateau, which has
nsver been thorcugaly explored. There are practically no ishabited places in
this part of the country. The supply of frogh vater vill be a differemt
rrohlam
The northern slope of Ust-Urt is more passable than the soutkern. dere
the region bagins to merge with the Ura) steppe. Here the railroad line eateru
the territcry of the Kazakh SSR, croesses tre Emba River, and connects with the
rallrosd leading to Gur'yev. A lina will algo be laid along the ehore of the
- Caspian Sea.
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A research party under K. A, Koshkin rscently arrived in Chardzhou and
will lay out the roadbed from Kungred to the north. Another party, under A. T,
Mironenko, will move from the opposite dlrsction, starting out from the Cur'yev-
EKandagach line. A geological group is sleso going to the construchion site.

The expedition will be led by Enginesr A. C. Til'man, who earlisr took part in
suxvey work on the Eanmdmgach Gur'yev line,

Preliminary research, covering about 400 kilomsters, 1s plarned this year.

The operating base for the southern grcup of the expsdition will be in
Eungrad. Research vworkers will have at their dlsposal an airplane, seven auto-
mobiles, and camsl transport. Radio will be used Tor commnlcation.

In constructing the roadbed of the middle sectiocn, an original antomatic
lsveling instrument, designed by Soviet Englneer Arktanov, will be used for
the firgt tims. It is dullt on a bleycls. While, with an ordinary leveling
instrnmenit, the surveyors can swvey 5 kilcmsters a dey, the nsw instrument
will make 1t pousidle to survey terraln at the speed of walking. It will algo
provide an autcemtically recorded chart of the leveling, that is, a finished
profils. An antomatic tachymeter of mew design will also be used.

7:36C EILOMETERS Q¥ ELECTRIC RATIMAYS -- Sovetskaym Litra, No 228, 25 Sep 48

By the end of 1950, the total length of electric rallroads in the Soviet
Union should reach 7,360 kilomsters. Turing the 10-year period before ths
war, an average of 200 kilometers of railroads per year were converted to
electricity. During the nostwar Five-Year Plan the average figure increased
to 1,000 kilometers.

One of the most important tazks of railroad workers is the electrifica-
tion of the Ural-Siberian mainline, 2,350 kilamsters long, extending from
Hovoeibirsk to Demm station, near Ufa. This railroed connects the most im-
Poptant industrial regions of the Urals and ‘Kuzbaes and is one of the leading
lines in the country with regard to freight capacity. Electrification of *he
entire length of the Ural-Siberian Railroad must be comploted during this
Five-Year Plan.

Scretskaya latviya, Ko 213, 8 Sop 48

Kounrad Mine is connectod with Balkhash Coppor-Smelting Piant by a 20-
kilometer railroad line. This road is now being electrified and by the end
of the year the first electric traim will carry Kounrad ore to the Copper-
Skalting Plant.

REDUCTION IK TRAIN SERVICE -- Sovetskaya Latviya, No 213, 8 Sep 48

Because of a deacrease in the number of passengers, 12 trains will be dis-
continued in each direction on the Riga-Vzmor'ye Line starting 7 September.
Eight of them will be discontinued to and from Kemeri, two to and from Slokm,

one L0 and froa Tukum, apd one to and from Stende.

LATVIAN BAILROAD STATIONS RESTCRED -- Sovetskaya La‘viya, Wo 227, 2h Sep b8

The Germans dastroyed k0 Lutvisn raiiroad stations, but since liberation
dozenc of such stations lave been restored. Among these axre the Yelgava,
Teseols, Buldnri ard Kegum stations. Recentiy & new station was opened up at
Roezekne. A naw one will soon be opened at Kemeri.
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RATLROAD WOREERS SEORT OF FLAK -. Turkmsnuskaya Ishra, No.190, 24 Sep 48

Aghkhabed railroad workers are not mesting their pledges to fulfill ‘the ‘o
Jear's plan for freight ahesd ‘of schedule and to load not lses than 15,000 ’
freight cars above plan. Maty tenk and freight cars, lomded withk perishedls . '
and ‘unperishable  goods, ctand: for daye at & station: ‘Enterprics divectors
-have falled to provide sdequate. storage. facilities and wloading:platforme ,

Duoring 8 months of 1948 the Hary "Zagotzerme™ ‘base.held up.360:freight cars
for:a total of 1,804 freightscar hours and has ‘been fimed 8,%00 rubles. The
loscmotive ssctor of the Mary divisicn has delayed bayond the notm ‘the unlcad-
'img of more than 300 freight carg of fuel for iocimotives and engines.

. Workers of the Ashkhabad trunk lins are not making a real effort to . )
. achieve their main objective in the turxover of freight cars. In August,
turnover of freight cars vag more than 2 houra short of the jilan.
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